[Non-invasive ventilation: indication for acute respiratory failure].
Mask or Non-invasive ventilation (NIV) is used for critically ill patients with acute respiratory failure (ARF): acute exacerbation of chronic obstructive bronchopulmonary disease and severe cardiogenic pulmonary edema are considered as the best indications for NIV since it improves the outcome of these patients. This technique is also proposed for hypoxemic respiratory failure, with more various results. To be effective here, NIV must be established early enough and should not delay intubation if required. NIV is also proposed after invasive ventilation or in patients in whom endotracheal intubation is not desirable. Its use has increased and its effectiveness seems to have improved, due to a better understanding of the technique but also thanks to technological progress.